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Secret.

Ref: Subject-matter.
Blowing up of the Railway.

I am convinced from personal evidence that all the recent cases
of destruction of railway lines by explosion were brought about by
burying dynamite under the line itself and then igniting it by an
electric current as soon as the train has reached the appointed
place.

I consider it out of the question that explosions prepared in this
way would have to be reckoned with in a European war. They are
only possible on lines that are ill-guarded, which, as in this country,
often pass for miles through revolutionary districts and have no protec-
tion other than a pilot train in front of the passenger train.

The mountainous nature of the country and the highly artistic
way in which the lines are laid (kunstvolle tracierung) greatly favour
these attacks. Infernal machines, so far as I know, have never been
employed.

PAPEN.
To the War Office.

As lie signed the report, von Papen glanced at a cable
fluttering on his desk, which read: " Austrian artillery
bombard Belgrade; Russia and Belgium mobilizing.0

" Donnerwetter . . . it's time I left for Washington,"
he exclaimed, and scribbled two telegrams, one to Washing-
ton and the other to Berlin, both in Naval cypher.
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Secret.
Captain Boy-Ed,
German Embassy,
Washington D.C.
Leaving Vera Cruz Sunday Mail Tug. If necessary arrange
business for me too with Pavenstedt. Then inform Lersner. Russian
Attach^ ordered back to Washington by telegraph. On outbreak of
war have intermediaries located by detectives where Russian and
French intelligence office.
PAPEN,
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